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charbrook nursery
Charbrook is located on 100 acres of the historic 
Stimson dairy farm and successional hay fields in central 
Massachusetts. Situated at the foothills of Wachusett 
Mountain, the site is a diverse mosaic of New England 
landscape typologies. In 2003, Stephen Stimson Associates 
Landscape Architects began to think about this landscape 
in a new way: as a testing ground and a way to integrate 
research into our practice.

The firm established Charbrook Nursery for native tree 
and shrub cultivation. Low-lying wetlands, wet meadows 
and successional fields, and glacial drumlins offer a rich 
environment for siting selected species in response to the 
farm’s micro-ecosystems. Our design projects benefit from 
this unique knowledge of planted form, growth and habit. 
The nursery cultivates native plant communities that are 
thriving in the local landscape such as birch, maple, and 
oak species. Less than twenty acres of the farm’s original 
eighty acres of fields remain in production as hay. As a 
way to restore the agrarian production, three abandoned 
and successional fields were identified as the first sites 
for tree and shrub production. Inventory of existing 
plant communities and the study of soil conditions and 
microclimates were undertaken in order to guide plant 
selections for each field. 

These native plant typologies are strengthened and 
enhanced by the introduction of a diverse selection of 
cultivars that is based on the core species, and selected for 
their hardiness, design potential, and habitat value. Organic 
practices are implemented wherever possible to control 
weeds, insects and aggressive plants. In some cases, grazing 
by animals has been tried as an alternative to continual 
mowing. Soils during the off season are amended with farm 
manure, gypsum, potash and site harvested wood.

This catalogue represents some of the trees and shrubs 
currently available this season. If you have a request for 
custom growing, please feel free to contact us for potential 
collaboration. 

Steve and Lauren Stimson
charbrook nursery
71 Gates Road Princeton, MA 01541
www.charbrook.com
lstimson@charbrook.com



Viburnum, Smooth Witherod
Viburnum nudum



Winterberry
Ilex verticillata ‘Red Sprite’, & ‘Sparkleberry’



Winterberry
Ilex verticillata ‘Red Sprite’, & ‘Sparkleberry’



Viburnum, Doublefile
Viburnum plicatum var. tomentosum ‘Doublefile’ & ‘Mariesii’



Amur Maple
Acer ginnala ‘Flame’ multi-stem



Shadblow Serviceberry
Amelanchier canadensis ‘Cole’s Select’ ‘Princess Diana’ & ‘Shadblow’ 



Witchhazel
Hamamelis virginiana



Red Maple
Acer rubrum ‘Autumn Blaze’



Red Maple
Acer rubrum ‘Autumn Blaze’



Eastern Larch | American Tamarack
Larix laricina



Pin Oak
Quercus palustris



Cockspur Hawthorn
Crataegus crus-galli



Cockspur Hawthorn
Crataegus crus-galli

Heritage River Birch
Betula nigra ‘Heritage’ 



Sawtooth Oak
Quercus acutissima

Swamp White Oak
Quercus bicolor



Swamp White Oak
Quercus bicolor



Kentucky Coffee Tree
Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Espresso’



Yellow Birch
Betula alleghaniensis



Honey Locust
Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Halka’ & ‘Skyline’



Dawn Redwood
Metasquoia glyptostroboides


